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PEABODY — One Saturday
when I was about 10, my father
took me into the leather factory
where he worked

DETOUR and showed me the
big machine where
he split cow hides into pieces of
varying thickness. It was a noisy
and odorous place, and the visit

BosToN SUNDAY GLOBE

Peabody museum remembers leather workers
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The museum came about

Eea:)l:) dy Kk with the efforts of Peabody May-
I\I?:ses::vor ers or Michael Bonfanti and Com-

munity Preservation Act money,
205 Washington St. ty Y

and opened two years ago. Many
of the artifacts were donated by
John Smidt of John Smidt and
Co., Inc., a former Peabody tan-
nery.

The men and women who la-
bored in the leather industry did

978-531-0355
www.peabodymuseums.org
Wed. and Sat. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. or
by appointment

gave me an appreciation for
what he did to put food on the ta-
ble. Four of my uncles and my
grandfather also worked in
leather factories.

The labor of those long-ago
workers is honored at the Pea-

gives visitors an idea of the im-
portance of the industry to the
economic well-being of the
North Shore. “This museum cel-
ebrates a different part of the in-
dustrial history of Massachu-
setts. It’s the only one that talks

jobs essential for the well-being
of the country back in the days
when manufacturing was King.
And if you can’t actually re-cre-
ate a tannery in all its particu-
lars, a museum honoring these
workers is the next best thing.

body Leatherworkers Museum,
the only one of its kind in the
country. In Massachusetts, much
of labor history focuses on the
shoe and textile industries, but at
one time in Peabody alone there
were 91 leather factories. Today
there are none. For a time, leath-
er fueled the economy of Pea-
body and Salem.

The interior of the barnlike
museum is light, clean, and qui-
et, the varnish on the pine floor-
ing and paneling gleaming in the
light from overhead. On the
walls, tools of the leather trade
are displayed in cabinets as are
photos of tanneries and workers.
A colorful mural depicting the
tanning process adorns an upper
wall, reaching to the ceiling. Sev-
eral machines once used in the
leather finishing process sit idle,
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The Peabody Leatherworkers Museum is the only one of its kind in the country.

their parts cleaned and pristine,
giving little sense of the clamor
they used to make when in oper-
ation, or to the danger the sharp
blades presented to the opera-
tors.

My guide, curator Merritt
Kirkpatrick, who has since left
the museum, explained the intri-

A pint-sized transporter

After logging more than 100
miles using different child back-
pack carriers, I found Deuter’s

Kid Comfort
GEARING UP III to be tops

for its cushy
ride and portability. I have trans-
ported my daughter through the
airport in this spacious chariot
— loaded up with spare clothes,
diapers, snacks, books, toys, and
travel documents — checked it
for free as a “diaper bag,” and
stuffed it into overhead compart-
ments on all but puddle-jum-
per planes.

The carrier has a scooped
high-back chair design that
helps support kids, an external
frame that nicely distributes
your child’s weight and pre-
serves your back, and a built-in
pillow for when your sleepy little
one pitches forward. A cute
added feature: It comes with a
mini teddy bear. The carrier

DEUTER

holds up to 48 pounds and sells
for $289 at REI (800-426-4840,
www.rei.com), or go to deuter
.com.
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cacies of processing raw hides in-
to finished leather, pointing out
the difference between tanneries
and finishing plants. Often fac-
tories did both processes under
one roof. At a tannery, hides
were de-fleshed, de-haired, and
thrown into huge revolving
wooden drums and treated with
a chemical stew to soften and hy-
drate them. This wet process was
the most malodorous part, often
carried out in the basement of
the factories, where workers in
leather aprons and rubber boots
labored standing in the accumu-
lating animal grease. Upstairs,
on the finishing floor, the dried
hides were buffed, graded, meas-
ured, and ironed.

The machines were large and
noisy. Jeff Wignall, a volunteer at
the museum, who once worked
at A.C. Lawrence, one of the larg-
est tanners in Peabody, said that
in the tannery cellar, “the wheels
of the big drums were running
constantly,” with as much as a
half-ton of hides in the drums at
a time. Upstairs the slam-bang
thunk, thunk, thunk of buffing,
splitting, and wringing machines
powered by foot treadles created
a clanging that could be heard
throughout town. Workers, mo-
tivated by piecework, rushed to
keep pace, and had to shout to be
heard above the din. The divi-
sion of labor made most of the
work repetitive and boring. “The
work was mind-numbing,” said

Wignall.

The museum cannot replicate
that noisy environment, nor can
it give a sense of the smell gener-
ated by leather tanning, a chem-
ical-heavy process using chrome
(chromium sulfate), lime, sodi-
um sulfide, ammonium sulfate,
and ammonium chloride, among
others, not to mention the ani-
mal hair, flesh, and grease. These
odors permeated the workers.
When my father entered the
front door after work, everybody
knew it. You could smell him.
And like many leatherworkers,
he once suffered from chrome
poisoning.

And we all suffered from the
chemical wastes produced by the
tanneries. Much of the tanning
effluent emptied into Salem’s
North River, a tidal inlet, which
at low tide emitted a horrendous
odor, best described as rotten
eggs. On a warm summer night
(in pre-airconditioning days) you
couldn’t keep the windows open
because the smell from the river
was so bad. There were a lot of
ideas about what to do with the
river, including paving it over. I
remember one summer when
helicopters bombed the river
with chemicals in the hope of di-
luting the smell. It didn’t work.

Still the museum gives a good
sense of the workers’ struggles in
difficult conditions, creating a
product through a quite intricate
and even artistic process. And it

about leather manufacturing,”
said Kirkpatrick, who is record-
ing the oral histories of many of

James F. Lee can be reached at

the workers. Jameslee@bucknell.edu.
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Take a crack at the best getaway ®
package on the beach: Y

Starting at $ 1 59 .95;Couple

The Anchorage offers 2 indoor/2 outdoor pools,
fitness center, and oceanfront dining &
entertainment (in season). Ask about our luxury

Ocean Suites and new Loft rooms.
For reservations & availability call
207-363-5112 .

*Rates good 10/16/11 thru 5/11/12. Certain restricti
33[:) Iégg(g:hl?:each Ave. ANC Hon AGE INN apSI;SS%%?ect to avai\abili{;j. Mention code %Ig(;% fes

Maine 03910 Why resort to anything less? www.anchorageinn.com

Our Oceanfron

Getaway-for-2

includes: Tr

& 3 days, 2 nights oceanfront room

& Dinner for 2 (Open menu
includes lobster or steak!)

# Late check-out

PORCHES

Get 10% Off Fall Mid-Week Stays
Rate Includes Breakfast
discount code: trip2porch

Scan Code for Monthly Specials

[=]=4 [m]
Just Off the Mohawk Trail

North Adams, MA—the Berkshires
413 664 0400 | porches.com
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NEW ENGLAND
& BEYOND

SOUTHERN COAST

AAA 3 DIAMOND OGUNQUIT DINE & STAY PACKAGES

2 of Ogunquit's Finest Resorts & cuisine of local favorite restaurants. 1 nightlodging,
full breakfast & dinner; rates from $131.50/night double occupancy + tax & gratuity.
Now - 6/8/2012 (some exc). Juniper Hill Inn 800-646-4544, Gorges Grant Hotel.
www.ogunquit.com 800-646-5001

ANCHORAGE INN & RESORT

200+ oceanfront, Atrium rooms and suites. 2 in/2 out pools, WiFi, oceanfrnt dining. 3
day/2 night Off-Season Packages from $159.95/couple include dinner for 2.

Code WTSOS. 10/16/11-5/11/12 Restrictions Apply. www.anchorageinn.com
207-363-5112

FRANCISCAN GUEST HOUSE HOTEL

Short stroll to beach & Kennebunkport. Full continental breakfast incl. Saltwater
Pool, A/C, WiFi, parking, mini-fridge, private bath. 90 min from Boston. Select sum-
mer dates & rooms as low as $89. www.franciscanguesthouse.com 207-967-4865

STAGE NECKINN ON THE OCEAN

OCEANFRONT Resort with cozy guest rooms, spa, indoor pool, fine dining, golf,
spectacular beach-side setting. Unhurried pace; AAA Four Diamond Award. Break-
fastincluded. Also available, seaside cottage sleeps 16. 800-340-8581
www.StageNeck.com/bosglobe.html

WESTERN LAKES & MOUNTAINS

THE BETHEL INN RESORT

$119 Bed & Breakfast for Two. Country elegant resort accommodations, hearty
country breakfast, 200 acres of resort activities including FREE golf, through 10/22.
Even available weekends! www.bethelinn.com 800-654-0125

MASSACHUSETTS

BERKSHIRES & WESTERN MA

THE WILLIAMS INN

Centrally located North Berkshires 125 rms, indoor pool, sauna, hot tub, FS dining
room, Tavern, weekend entertainment, 3 day/2 night planincl. 2 breakfasts/1 dinner
each. Near sports/cultural attracts. On-the-Village Green Rt 2 & US 7 Williamstown
www.williamsinn.com 800-828-0133

NEW HAMPSHIRE

LAKES REGION

LANDMARKINN

GREAT VALUE! Cozy guest rooms with the charm of a country inn start @ $59.99 &
include free deluxe continental breakfast. KIDS STAY FREE* Near area attractions &
tax free outlet shopping. *Restrix. Email: landmark@metrocast.net 603-524-8000

NEW HAMPSHIRE

LAKES REGION

MARGATE ON WINNIPESAUKEE
Luxury Lakeside Resort *KIDS STAY FREE! 141 guest rms, heated indoor pool,
whirlpool, sauna, fitness center, spa. Free Cont. Brkfst. Ski & Stay Program. Save

midwk. Minutes to tax free outlets. Restrx. www.themargate.com 877-584-1571

LINCOLN - WOODSTOCK

AUTUMN IN THE WHITE MOUNTAINS
Exciting Adventures ALL Autumn: Zipline, Cog Railway, Dinner, Breakfast & more at

Your Base Camp. Come & Enjoy. Rates from $99 per night! Add your package item!
Code: BosGlobe 800-654-6183 www.BluegreenRentals.com/SouthMountain

The Boston Globe

In addition to the Boston Globe the

WHERE TO STAY

directory can be found on-line at

boston.com/travel

and every Sunday in the Worcester Telegram & Gazette.

Call today to advertise 617-929-8350
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NEW HAMPSHIRE

NORTH CONWAY / JACKSON

OMNI MOUNT WASHINGTON RESORT

Fall Colors Package includes welcome amenity, carriage ride and scenic lift ride with
breakfast from $185ppdo. Enjoy golf, spa, pools, canopy tour, hiking, biking, climb-
ing, fine and casual dining. www.omnimountwashingtonresort.com

800-843-6664

RED JACKET MTN VIEW RESORT & INDOOR WATER PARK
North Conway, NH. Featuring Kahuna Laguna, Northern N.E.'s 40,000 Sqg. Ft. indoor
water park! Restaurantand Lounge. Family loft rooms and townhouses.

AAA 3 Diamond. www.redjacketresorts.com 800-RJACKET

NEW HAMPSHIRE

NORTH CONWAY / JACKSON

SEASONS CONDOMINIUM RESORT

Tis the Seasons for Holiday Shopping! 2 Nights from $198 or 3 Nights from $228incl.
outlet, local store, spa & dining discounts. Add 1 Night for $30 & get a Free $20 Gas
Card! Avail. Nov. 1-Dec. 21. Details online. www.seasonsnh.com 800-332-6636

STONEHURST MANOR

Landmark "country elegant" boutique hotel central to area activities and holiday shop-
ping. Sweeping mountain views, fireplaced Martini Lounge, renowned dining. From
$73 per person double occupancy includes Full Breakfast & Dinner off regular menu.
www.StonehurstManor.com 800-525-9100

OUTSIDE NEW ENGLAND

NEW YORK

RIVERSIDE TOWERHOTEL

$129 for 2 persons. Singles $124. Suites $139-$159. Lincoln Center area, Hudson
River views, 18 floors, kitchenette. 5 minutes to midtown, safe, quiet, luxury area.
Riverside Tower, Riverside & 80th St. For more information or brochure:

Call 800-724-3136 or visit www.riversidetowerhotel.com

OUTSIDE UNITED STATES

BERMUDA

THE REEFS - BERMUDA

Every 3rd night FREE from November 1 to March 31, 2012 at Bermuda'’s best hotel
(Travel + Leisure). Rates from $410/night for two guests includes daily breakfast.
Secluded pink sand beach, ocean view rooms. Only a 2-hour flight from Boston.
www.TheReefs.com 1-800-501-7487

CARIBBEAN

GREAT NON-STOP RATES WITH JET BLUE!

ST. MAARTEN - WWW.BEACHSIDEVILLAS.COM

OCEANEDGE, LUXURY 1,2,3BR A/C Villas. Fully Equipped Kitchen, BBQ.
Daily housekeeping, free WI-FI cable TV. Perfect vacation all year!

Call Owner Yolanda 313-884-7706.

ST.MAARTEN CUPECOY BEACH CLUB

Location, Location, Location! OCEANFRONT, spacious, and beautifully appointed
1, 2, & 3 bedroom villas. Stunning views! Beach, Pool, Gym. Across from Atlantis
Casino & Restaurant Complex. Convenient to everything!
WWW.CUPECOYBEACH.COM 800-955-9008



